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Department of Geography 
and Environmental Studies
Texas State University
601 University Drive, San Marcos
San Marcos, TX 78666, USA
Email: geojkp@txstate.edu
Mobile: +1 (512) 938-9585
Website: https://sites.google.com/view/jkpark


Research and Teaching Interests

· Energy Transition, Energy Justice and Just Transition, Human-Environmental Studies and Issues
· Critical Discourse Analysis, Geopolitical Analysis, Urban Political Ecology, and Spatial Analysis

Education


	2024.08-Present
	Ph.D. Student in Geography and Environmental Studies
(Specialization: Energy Geography, Justice and Geopolitics)
Texas State University, San Marcos, Texas, United States of America
Overall GPA: 4.0/4.0 (100%)
Committee Members: Dr. Thomas Ptak (Advisor, Texas State University)
Dr. Eric Sarmiento (Texas State University)
Dr. Colleen Myles (Texas State University)
Dr. In-Hwan Ko (University of Nevada, Reno)


	2020.09-2023.02
	Master of Science in Geography (Specialization: Political Geography and Geopolitics)
Kyung Hee University, Seoul, South Korea
Overall GPA: 4.5/4.5 (100%)
Thesis: A Study on ‘Security-Economy Nexus’ in the Korean Border Region: A case of the military food supply system
Committee: Dr. Bae-Gyoon Park (Seoul National University)
Dr. Suh-hee Choi (Kyung Hee university)
Dr. Sang-Hyun Chi (Advisor, Kyung Hee university)



	2014.03-2018.02
	Bachelor of Science in Geography
Kyung Hee University, Seoul, South Korea
Overall GPA: 3.91/4.5 (93.6%)
Completed Specialized Track of Space-Time Big Data



Academic Employment

2024 – present		Graduate Assistant, Department of Geography and Environmental Studies, 				Texas State University, San Marcos, Texas

2021 – 2024		Research Associate, The Society for East Sea, Seoul, South Korea

2020 – 2023	Graduate Assistant, Department of Geography, Kyung Hee University, Seoul, South Korea

2017	Research Assistant, Nature History Museum, Kyung Hee University, Seoul, South Korea

Peer-Reviewed Publications

H-J Cho., J-K Park., Y Chol & S-H Chi. 2025. Reflections on the Materiality of Geopolitics – Leaflets to North Korea. Journal of Geography (Jirihak Nonchong), 71, 39-57. DOI: https://www.earticle.net/Article/A465338 
J-K Park. & S-H Chi. 2023. The Korean Military Food Supply System as a “Security-Economy Nexus” in Korean Border. Journal of the Korean Geographical Society, 58(2), 89-102. DOI: https://doi.org/10.22776/kgs.2023.58.2.89 
Y-H Cho., J-K Park., Y Lee., Y Choi. & S-H Chi. 2021. Practical Geopolitics of President’s Visits to Frontline Military Units. The Geographical Journal of Korea, 55(2), 215-229. DOI: https://doi.org/10.22905/kaopqj.2021.55.2.7


Manuscripts Under Review and in Preparation 

J Brooks., J-K Park. & T Ptak. Under Review. Multi-Criteria Analysis of Compounding Risks Across the Austin, Texas Metropolitan Area. Environmental Hazards.
J-K Park. & T Ptak. Major Revision. From Distribution to Relational Reconstruction: Reimagining Energy Justice in South Korea's "Sunlight Pension" Models. Energy Research & Social Science.
J-K Park., R Stock. & T Ptak. In Preparation. The Epistemic Divide and Regulatory Blind Spots of Solar Waste in South Korea. Energy Research & Social Science or something else.


Conference Oral Presentations

J-K Park. 2026. Eclipse Beyond Solar: Hidden Costs and Discourse Asymmetry of Solar Waste in South Korea. 2026 Geography Conference, The Economic Geographical Society of Korea Spring Conference, June 19-20, 2026, Seoul, Korea.
J-K Park. 2026. Energy Justice through a Relational Justice Lens: Local Extinction and the 'Sunlight Pension' in South Korea. Association of American Geographers Annual Meeting, Mar. 17-21, 2026, San Francisco, USA.
J-K Park. 2026. Energy for Whom? Power, Politics, and the Expansion of Agrivoltaics in South Korea. PANGEA Research Symposium, Feb. 27, 2026, San Marcos, USA.
J-K Park. 2025. Obscured Energy Injustice: The Appropriation of Green Discourse in Rural South Korea. Association of American Geographers Annual Meeting, Mar. 24-28, 2025, Detroit, USA.
J-K Park. 2025. Energy Injustice in Solar Energy Network: The Appropriation of Green Discourse in Rural South Korea. PANGEA Research Symposium, Feb. 28, 2025, San Marcos, USA. (3rd Prized)
J-K Park. 2024. Appropriation of Green Discourse and Underlying Dynamics of Renewable Energy Diffusion in South Korea. SWAAG Annual Meeting, Oct. 6-8, 2024, San Marcos, USA. (Finalist)
Y-H Cho., J-K Park., J-S Lee. & S-H Chi. 2024. Geopolitical Dystopia: A Critical Geopolitical Reading of the ‘New Cold War’. The Korean Geographical Society Annual Meeting, Jun. 27-28, 2024, Seoul, Korea.
S Choi., S-H Chi., Y-H Cho., J-K Park. & H-K Kim. 2022. Points Highlighted in Mentoring Programs for Graduate Students Majoring in Geography, In Terms of Career Development and International Networking. The Economic Geographical Society of Korea Fall Academic Conference, Dec. 3, 2022, Seoul, Korea.
J-K Park., J-S Lee., Y-H Cho. & G Choi. 2022. Young Geographers in Border Studies. Korean Association of Space & Environment Research Fall Academic Conference, Nov. 11, 2022, Seoul, Korea.
J-K Park. & S-H Chi. 2022. Examining the Security and Economic Structure of Border Areas through the Military Supply System. The Korean Geographical Society Annual Meeting, Jun. 24-25, 2022, Seoul, Korea.
J-K Park. 2022. Exploration and Prospects of Multi-Level Actors and Local Networks in Border Areas. Korean Association of Space & Environment Research Spring Academic Conference, Apr. 22, 2022, Seoul, Korea.
R L Peralta., C Lam., J-K Park. & S Choi. 2021. Undergraduate Students’ International Field Trips: Perceptions of Macao Students Majoring in Tourism and Related Fields. International Society of Travel & Tourism Educators Annual Meeting, Oct. 4-6, 2021, Virtual.
J-K Park., Y-H Cho., J-C Lee. & S-H Chi. 2021. Geopolitical Code of COVID-19 Vaccine. The Korean Geography Society Annual Meeting, Jun. 24-25, 2021, Virtual.


Conference Poster Presentations

J-K Park. 2026. Invisible Contaminants: Unmasking the Ulterior Ruination of End-of-Life Solar Panels. Texas State University GSRC Conference, Apr. 9, 2026, San Marcos, USA.
J-K Park. 2026. Light and Shadow of Solar PV: Emerging Contaminants and Regulatory Liminality in South Korea. DOE Symposium, Mar. 6, 2026, San Marcos, USA. (Sliver Prized)
J-K Park. 2025. From Agrivoltaics to Social Renewal: Analyzing The Sunlight Pension through Relational Justice. Texas Energy Summit, Nov. 6, 2025, Austin, USA
J-K Park. 2024. The Shadows of South Korea’s Solar Network: Political Appropriation of Discourse and the Production of Geographical Knowledge. DOE-EM Symposium, Nov. 8, 2024, San Marcos, USA. (Prized)
J-K Park. 2023. The Need for Non-state Actor Research in Energy Geopolitics. The 15th Korea-China-Japan Joint Conference on Geography, Oct. 20-23, 2023, Seoul, South Korea. (1st Prized)
J-K Park. & S-H Chi. 2021. Contested Identities: Exclusionary Ethnonationalism. Association of American Geographers Annual Meeting, Apr. 7-11, 2021, Virtual.
[bookmark: _Hlk144814416]J-K Park., et al. 2020. Locality as ‘In-Between Space’ of Koryeoin (Коре́йский, Korean-Russian) Community : Focusing on Koryeoin Community of Gwangju and Ansan. The Korean Geography Society Annual Meeting, Jun. 25, 2020, Virtual.


Research Experiences

Head Research Assistant 				  	   November 2021 – November 2022
National Research Foundation of Korea (NRF) 
- Responsible for international liaison, project participant paperwork, project accounting, planning seminars and inviting speakers 
Research Assistant 						 	November 2021 – July 2024
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) 
- Responsible for researching and reporting on international cases about geographical sea names, especially in fields of politics and renewable energy
National Geographic Information Institute 
- National Atlas 2024: Author of the 4th edition of the Atlas of Korea: Korea's Renewable Energy Status, SDGs, Population Decline, and Regional Extinction chapter (to be published in early 2026)
- Assisted in writing reports for the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names (UNGEGN) participation, researching materials, and organizing decisions made after the UNGEGN meeting
Korea Hydrographic and Oceanographic Agency 
- Responsible for researching and reporting on international cases about geographical sea names, especially in fields of electronic cartography and GIS database


Teaching Experiences

Invited Lecture
[bookmark: _GoBack]   J-K Park (2026, July 17). Beyond Distributional Justice: Spatial Disparities and Institutionalizing Energy Spatial Planning in South Korea's Energy Transition. Invited Seminar Presentation at the Korea Environment Institute (KEI), Sejong, South Korea. (Scheduled)

Guest Lecturer									      Spring 2026
   Energy Resource Management (GEO 3321), Texas State University
- Energy Justice Part 1,2,3,4 Lectures: Delivered a series of four lectures focusing on the theoretical framework of energy justice and its application in renewable energy transitions. 
- Received a highly positive teaching rating of 4.57/5.00 from 21 students.

   Geography of East Asia (GEO 3333), Texas State University
- the Korean Peninsula Part 1,2 Lectures: Lectured on the geopolitical dynamics and environmental issues of the Korean Peninsula, focusing on cross-border cooperation and sustainability. 
- Received a highly positive teaching rating of 5.00/5.00 from 5 students.

Lab Course Instructor 							    Fall 2024 – Spring 2026    
Maps and Mapmaking (GEO 3411), Texas State University	
- ArcGIS Pro and Adobe Illustrator Lab Session Instruction
- Evaluation 4.44 / Department mean 4.24 (Spring 2025)
- Evaluation 4.69 / Department mean 4.29 (Fall 2025)
- Evaluation 4.58 / Department mean 4.36 (Spring 2025)
- Evaluation 4.25 / Department mean 4.08 (Fall 2024)

Head Teaching Assistant					                   		 Fall 2022
Fieldworks in Human Geography (GEOG2053-01)	, Kyung Hee University
- Participated in student groups’ fieldwork
- Gave students feedback to develop and write research essay

Teaching Assistant									 Fall 2020
Our World as the Relationship between Space and Power (GED1529-S00), Kyung Hee University 	
- Outstanding TA Award
- Gave feedback to undergraduate students’ research assignment



Academic Professional Service

Ad-hoc Reviewer, Energy Research & Social Science (Elsevier)        	     March 2026 – Present
- Provided peer-review for a manuscript focusing on Energy Justice, Energy Security.

Energy and Environmental Specialty Group of AAG
	Graduate Student Representative	       	   	   		     June 2026 – May 2028
- Represented graduate student interests within the Specialty Group, contributing student perspectives to board meetings and strategic planning.
- Assisted in organizing student-focused sessions and networking events at the AAG Annual Meetings to foster junior scholar development in energy geography.

Korea-America Association for Geospatial and Environmental Sciences
	Student Board Member	       	   	   		     	     June 2026 – May 2027
- Coordinated communication between KAGES student members and the executive board, promoting association activities.

Club of Human Geography, Department of Geography, Kyung Hee University   
	Advisor for Undergraduate Students				    Fall 2020 – Spring 2024
- Gave presentation to undergraduate students regularly.
- Advised to students’ research panel for annual academic forum, held by Department of geography, Kynug Hee University, and by The Korean Geographical Society.

The Society for East Sea
	Secretariat Member at The International Seminar on Sea names             August 2021 – July 2024
- Served on the International Seminar organizing committee, handling administrative duties for participating professors and organizing the conference theme and key sessions.

Assistant Administrator 		                           	   January 2021 – July 2024

Social Experiences & Service Works

Republic of Korea Army (ROKA) (Military Service)
	Fire Direction Officer (First Lieutenant)		       	   	     June 2019 – June 2020
- Performed instructor duties, managed troops, performed artillery operation, and calculated enemy coordinates.
- Participated in multiple drills such as ROK-US joint drills, scientificization drills, and combat command drills.
Observation Officer (Second Lieutenant)	                	   March 2018 – June 2019
- Performed frontline (DMZ in Hwacheon) observation point duties, performed special operations, and directly acquired enemy coordinates. 

Officer Candidate (Cadet of R.O.T.C) 			    December 2015 – February 2018
- Trained at the 108th Reserve Officer Training Course 
- Selected top candidates for admission

The Sejong Youth Academy, The Sejong Institute (Academy of Political Diplomacy)
	Scholarship Student				                  	      Spring 2022
- Analyzed and discussed current political, diplomatic, and security issues.
- Responsible for agenda-setting, especially on energy-related issues.


Graduate Student Council, Kyung Hee University
	Vice President				     	  	         Spring 2021 – Spring 2022
- To replace the academic conferences that were reduced due to COVID-19, I organized an academic conference hosted by the Kyung Hee University.

Director of Strategic Planning Bureau           	             	                Fall 2020




Scholarships / Fellowships

The Moon-Ju Foundation Scholarship
Fall 2020 – Fall 2022						     	USD 18,050
Scholarship for Student Council
Fall 2020 – Spring 2022 							USD 17,610
The Korean Student Aid Foundation Scholarship
Spring 2014 – Fall 2017		                        		USD 14,297
Lewis and Clark Fund for Exploration and Field Research Grant by American Philosophical Society
	Summer 2026								USD 5,400
Korean American Scholarship Foundation (KASF) Scholarship
	Fall 2024 – Spring 2026 							USD 5,000
Scholarship for Outstanding Officer Candidate (in R.O.T.C)
Spring 2016 – Fall 2017                                    		USD 4,241
Kyung Hee Alumni Scholarship
Spring 2014 – Spring 2016 						USD 3,844
The Tae-Sung Foundation Scholarship
Fall 2016 – Fall 2017                                      		USD 3,411
TXST Graduate College Scholarship
	Fall 2025, Spring 2026, Fall 2026						USD 3,000
Graduate Merit Fellowship
	Fall 2024 – Spring 2025 							USD 2,500
DOE-EM Fellowship
	Spring 2025, Spring 2026							USD 2,500
Travel Award by College of Liberal Arts and S.T.A.R Grant
Spring 2025; Spring 2026						       	USD 1.375
Bernard W. Detlefsen Doctoral Excellence Scholarship
	Spring 2026								USD 1,000
Sally Ann Karnau Dissertation Research Scholarship
	Spring 2026								USD 950
Teaching Assistant Scholarship
Fall 2020						            	USD 833
Ray and Marian Butler Environmental Geography Scholarship
Fall 2025						            	USD 700
    Bernard W. Detlefsen Field Study Award
Spring 2026						            	USD 525
Grant for Outstanding Student in GPA
Spring 2016; Spring 2017				            		USD 447
Thesis Presentation Grant
Fall 2020; Spring 2021 							USD 300
SWAAG Student Summer Field Award
Summer 2025 								USD 300


Awards

DOE-EM Poster Competition – Silver Poster Award, The DOE-EM Symposium
										      March 2026
PANGEA Research Symposium Paper Competition – 3rd ranked, Texas State University
February 2025
DOE-EM Poster Competition – Prized, The DOE-EM Symposium
										   November 2024

Young Geographers Award in Poster Competition – 1st ranked, The 15th Korea-China-Japan Joint Conference on Geography
October 2023
Commendation by the University President for Outstanding Students in Graduate School, Kyung Hee University.
								  	                Fall 2022
Nomination of Candidates for Outstanding Thesis Award, Kyung Hee University.
								  	                Fall 2022
Best Tutor Award, Given by Center for Teaching and Learning, Kyung Hee University. 
Best Tutor in Our World as the Relationship between Space and Power (GED1529-S00)
								  	              Spring 2020
Outstanding Research Work Portfolio Award, Given by Center for Teaching and Learning, Kyung Hee University.
								  	              Spring 2017


Certified Program

Geospatial-SafeTREC Workshop Course at University of California, Berkeley 
Berkeley, CA, USA      					           	        July 2017
Officer Candidate Workshop at Chinese Culture University 	 	
Taipei, Taiwan                                                 	  	     August 2017
Complete Specialized Track of Space-Time Big Data at Kyung Hee University
Seoul, Korea	      					    	     		       2014-2017

Language & Program Proficiency

Language Proficiency

Native in Korean
Advanced in English
Basic in Japanese (for listening)

Program Proficiency

Advanced Proficiency in ArcGIS/QGIS Software
Advanced Proficiency in Adobe Software (Photoshop, Illustrator)
Advanced Proficiency in Python Programming Language
Basic Proficiency in R Statistical Software/Language
Basic Proficiency in Google Earth Engine Software

Professional Memberships

American Association of Geographers (AAG), Student Member, (2024-present / 2021-2022)

Energy and Environment Specialty Group (2024-present) – Graduate Student Representative
Cultural and Political Ecology Specialty Group (2025-present)
Graduate Students Group (2025-present)

Korea-America Association for Geospatial and Environmental Sciences (KAGES), Student Member, (2024-present) – Student Board Member


Korean-American Scientists and Engineers Association (KSEA), Student Member, (2024-present)


Korean Geographical Society (KGS), Student Member, (2020-present)
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